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On August 9, 2011 USDA, Veterinary Services published a draft rule for interstate movement of livestock.  A copy of the proposed rule and related USDA documents can be located at the following addresses:

The proposed rule is available at:  http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2011-20281_PI.pdf

Related USDA documents are available at: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/traceability/

USDA is seeking input from all stakeholders through close of the comment period on December 9, 2011.  The related document mentioned above has specific information regarding how to submit official comments.     

The proposed rule, or regulations, was developed by USDA and a working group of industry leaders and state/federal officials.  The new regulations would require livestock moving across state lines to be identified and to originate from a state that meets certain traceability standards.  

There has been much discussion about the stages or phases of implementing the new rule which would allow industry time to adapt.  An example of this is that beef cattle of less than 18 months of age would not be included until the system is in place and working for all other classes of cattle.  Also, USDA has agreed that the final rule would have a delayed effective date, after the rule is published, to allow industry and states to make final preparations in order to meet the requirements.   

In accordance with the USDA announcement on traceability, the FDACS, Division of Animal Industry, continues to cooperate with USDA on implementation of a program for Florida.  The Division is working with the Animal Industry Technical Council Subcommittee on Animal Traceability to seek industry input as we advance down the path to traceability.  The goal is prepare ourselves and our industry to meet federal traceability requirements and keep Florida livestock moving in commerce.  State animal health officials and industry leaders recognize the need for traceability but also recognize the role that USDA must play by providing national rules, funding, and a lasting commitment to make program efforts successful.

Work that has been done to establish an animal disease traceability system has not been in vain.  As of September 26, 2011 Florida has a total of 9,174 registered premises including farms, ranches, veterinary clinics, livestock markets and processing facilities.  The USDA has agreed to maintain the national premises registration database and premises registrations will continue.  The premises database will allow timely and efficient contact with producers should the need arise.  

A couple of programs are being implemented to increase the utilization of official identification in Florida cattle.  Official “840” radio frequency (RFID) tags are available through USDA for veterinarians to use in the herds of their clients.  The standard USDA metal tags are also available to practitioners and may soon be made available directly to producers who will agree to assist with proper documentation to increase traceability.  

Veterinarians who are interested in electronic data capture and electronic certificates of veterinary inspection can also receive assistance through the Division of Animal Industry and USDA.  Veterinary Services Process Streamlining (VSPS) provides a consistent and standard method of data capture at all levels and provides data dissemination to the appropriate existing databases.  This provides a more comprehensive analysis tool for animal tracking and disease analysis which in turn, would allow officials to respond quickly to any threats to animal health in the United States.  Additional information is available at: https://vsps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/Login.do

The FDACS, Division of Animal Industry will continue to work with industry contacts and seek producer input as we move forward.  More definitive plans for Florida can be established after USDA publishes uniform requirements for interstate movement.  Florida’s livestock industry is much too important to risk by not having a system that will enable response to disease threats.  Regardless of the name of the program, most stakeholders agree that we must work together to protect the health and marketability of our livestock.  For further information contact Stephen Monroe, FDACS Division of Animal Industry, Telephone: 850-410-0944 or e-mail: Stephen.Monroe@FreshFromFlorida.com.     


